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This past year, on the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, we officially moved into our 
new Ignacio House in Manhattan. With the committed strength of students from Xavier 
High School, we schlepped the totality of our living space from the Bronx into East 
Harlem to begin assembling our new living space for resident scholars in the historic “El 
Barrio” neighborhood of New York City. Interior renovations began without haste as Sr. 
Katie Sitja y Balbastro, IHM and her talented crew painted, floored, piped, and installed 
all the necessary fixings to make this new house our home for returning brothers who 
continue their education at NYU, Columbia, CUNY, and other college partners. 

In June of this year, through the vision of His Eminence Timothy Michael Cardinal 
Dolan, Abraham House was merged into the mission of Thrive for Life Prison Project. 
The gift of this visionary plan was beyond the bricks and mortar of buildings in Mott 
Haven neighborhood. The Abraham House community has a 30 year tradition of 
accompanying our brothers and sisters behind and beyond the prison walls thanks to 
the prophetic witness and tireless commitment of Fr. Peter, Sr. Rita, Sr. Amy, and Sr. 
Simone, all former chaplains on Rikers Island. The treasured gift of having two houses 
of studies in the Archdiocese of New York allows for us to offer more comprehensive and 
holistic services for those reentering from incarceration through our continuity of care 
focused on access to quality education. 

The physical space of Abraham House is much more than a residence for returning 
scholars. We are proud to share that we are the only food pantry in New York City 
that is run and operated by justice impacted individuals. Serving over 175 families each 
Saturday with nutritious food, our team of servants are responding to the needs of the 
local community with great commitment and motivation. 

Educational opportunities are not reserved solely for our residents at Ignacio House 
and Abraham House. Just this week we have started our on-site educational classes 
for all justice impacted individuals in the community with a commitment of servicing 
hundreds of individuals returning from incarceration who are in need of basic vocational 
and technical training to move forward in life. 

God is with us indeed! As we continue to offer our retreats and days of reflection behind 
the prison walls, we are committed now more than ever to opening more houses across 
the country while partnering with educational institutions whose vision it is to offer 
the necessary academic resources for our residents to move forward in life with gainful 
employment and secure housing for their families and communities. 

God is with us and we are grateful! The presence of your time, talent, and treasure 
make this mission a reality for countless lives behind and beyond the prison walls. This 
mission is yours and we look forward to your accompaniment and support as we journey 
into this new year with audacious ambitions as we transform lives together! 

In Christ! Father Zachariah F. Presutti, SJ
Founder

November 13, 2023 
Feast of St. Frances Xavier Cabrini 

Greetings Friends of Thrive for Life! Christ’s Peace! 

His name is Emmanuel, God is with us! (Matthew 1:23). 
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Forging 
Partnerships

Thrive For Life is built on partnerships both behind 
and beyond the prison walls. This past year, we forged 
new relationships with universities, community service 
providers and parishes to deepen our impact as we 
expand both here in New York and across the country. 

Who is 
L.A.R.S? 

//Hello, I'm Lars, the Location Assisted Resident Scholar Network

//Thrive For Life deployed me to keep track of all the data we gather about 
our partners and scholars! By standardizing our procedures and gathering 
impactful information we can continue to transform lives across the nation.

//I generated this map for you, to see our expanding partnerships! 

Fruits of 
Growth

As of June 1, 2023, 
His Eminence facilitated 
the merger of Thrive For 
Life with Abraham House, 
a reentry nonprofit founded 
by a group of former 
Catholic chaplains at 
Rikers Island.

John Tobias
Manhattan College Psychology

Resident scholars, like John, are transforming their 
own lives by continuing the good work of education at 
one of our partner universities. John is leveraging his 
skills to pursue a career working with justice-impacted 
individuals navigating their journey to permanent and 
successful reentry.

Collaboration with
Cardinal Dolan

Last year, Cardinal Dolan generously provided Thrive For Life with a space in 
East Harlem to expand our house of studies for those continuing the good work 
of education. Since then, we have renovated the space to make it a home for our 
community, fully furnished with individual rooms, common dining and study areas, 
and a brand new chapel. 

Community
University
Correctional Facilities
House of Studies



In December, our community took up residence in a space in 
East Harlem generously provided by His Eminence, Timothy 
Cardinal Dolan. Our task was clear: transform this beautiful 
former convent into a home for those continuing the good 
work of education. Thanks to the generous contributions of our 
benefactors, we did just that. 

Thanks to the herculean efforts of Sr. Katie and her team of 
contractors, residents, and volunteers, the interior renovations of 
Ignacio House are now complete. In less than 12 months, each corner 
of this space has been transformed from the biggest wall to the 
smallest light fixture. As we enter 2024, we now commence the final 
stage of our renovations to the exterior and envelope of the building. 

Seeds of 
Transformation 

Ignacio 
House

Spring
Sr. Katie and her team readied the space for 
extensive renovations both to the interior 
and exterior of the building.

Winter
Xavier High School volunteers 
helping us move into East Harlem, 
ready to make a home.

Summer
Contractors and Resident Scholars, 
like Chris, worked to paint, plaster 
and re-imagine the space.

Fall
Partners, volunteers, and even more 
Scholars gather in this sanctuary for 
community building, rooted in purpose.



Years of Transformation

As of June 1, 2023, Thrive For Life has undertaken a merger with Abraham 
House, a storied-reentry organization here in the Archdiocese of New York 
with a 30 year legacy of transforming lives. We enter 2024 with a brand new 
building in the South Bronx, a committed and talented team, and a vision to 
deepen the impact of our continuity of care.

Abraham
House

A Living Prophet
Sr. Simone Ponnet 

Abraham House and its legacy are the fruits of modern day saints, Sr. Simone, 
Sr. Rita, Sr. Amy, and Fr. Peter, former chaplains at Rikers Island who in 1993 
bravely sought to accompany our returning brothers and their families by 
offering comprehensive housing and accompaniment. 

Fr. Zach met earlier this year with Sr. Simone, one of the surviving founders, to 
chart this new course as Abraham House comes under Thrive For Life’s mission. 

Service 
Together

Our new team now will focus this year on extending our reach to even more justice-
impacted people, offering vocational education opportunities in OSHA, flagging, 
technology, and others, while also serving the community through our resident-scholar led 
food pantry that serves hundreds of families every week.

New Faces, 
One Team

Abraham House is not just an organization; it is a team of inspiring professionals 
deeply committed to transforming lives. As we enter the next 30 years, we are grateful 
to have the help and wisdom of people who have committed themselves to serving our 
brothers and sisters behind and beyond the prison walls. 



First Steps in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Thanks to the generosity and partnership of the Capuchin Franciscan 
Friars, Thrive For Life is finalizing our move-in to a former convent in 
the bustling Halyard Park neighborhood of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. This 
space will be able to initially serve up to 12 resident scholars as they 
continue their transformation through quality education.

A new cohort of scholars will continue their education at various 
institutions committed to providing pathways to degree-bearing 
programs in the greater Milwaukee region.

--Father Zach connects with retreatants at 
Our Lady of Sorrows in Corona, NY during a 
day-long retreat with family and loved ones 
impacted by incarceration. 

Thrive For Life worked with Morgan Stanley as part of the non-
profit Strategy Challenge to discern a sustainable growth plan. 
After earning second place in the competition, the team organized 
nearly one hundred volunteers to transform Abraham House.

Corporate
Partnerships

Accompanying 
Families
Now with Abraham House, we are extending our reach through our food 
pantry program—staffed and operated exclusively by justice-impacted 
individuals—which provides fresh food to hundreds of families each month. 
Additionally, our new on-site technology, ESL, and parenting education 
classes serve the greater justice-impacted community and their loved ones.

6000+

35+9,100

>95% 200+

500+

Individuals served through 
retreats behind & beyond 
prison walls

Ignacio House residents 
have continued higher 
education since 2019

Families served
by resident-led food 
pantry annually

program alumni have 
acquired gainful full-time 
employment

families served by 
Thrive For Life
 retreats

Residents served at 
Abraham & Ignacio Houses 
since 1993



Financial 
Highlights
(July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023) :

Total Operating
Revenue
$ 2,299,530.28

Total Operating
Expenses
$ 1,585,884.0010+9+8+73 17+6+77 

Foundations $ 1,682,750.00 (73%)
Corporate 
Contributions $ 225,791.26 (10%) 
Individual 
Contributions $ 198,270.18 (9%)
Other  $ $192,718.84 (8%)

Programs  $ 1,215,848.00 (77%)

Fundraising $ 267,935.00 (17%)

Management $ 102,101.00 (6%)

Thrive 
For Life

transforming lives 
behind & beyond 
prison walls

Abraham 
House
Bronx, NY

Initial Residency 
• Therapy & wellness support
• Food pantry community service
• Education & trade school prep 
• Spiritual support & guidance

Step 3
Empowerment & member 
care plan development 

• Gainful employment 
• Permanent housing
• Alumni Membership 

Step 1
Identification & Referral of 
potential participants
• Accompaniment of justice involved 
persons in or out of prison/jail by TFL 
and/or partners

Step 2
Screening, Interview, 
Admittance
• Commitment setting & admittance 
of candidates who want to 
transform their lives

Ignacio 
House
New York, NY

Transitional Residency
• Community of scholars
• Education & career mentoring
• Continued spiritual support 
• Community service participation

Step 4
Housing for study & 
personal development

Purpose • Education • Employment • Housing 

Continuity 
of Care

Cost 
Avoidance
Daily taxpayer cost 
per person

House 
of Studies

Continuity 
of Care

$46
City 
Shelter
Piecemeal 
programming

or

$138

Social 
Impact 
Over Six Years

One Resident Scholar
$198,720 + $246,000

$20+ Million 
into US Economy
for Abraham & Ignacio 
Houses every 6 years

Abraham & Ignacio Houses [45 Scholars] 
$9,066,600 + $11,317,500

     
Cost avoidance      +     Income generation



Margaret M. Maloney
Sithara Kodali
Heather Benz
Kirsty Borg
Lou Kartsimas
Alan Ahles
Anne Hoffman
Barbara Lee
Brian Hendricks
Bruce Filak
Christopher Hayden
Christopher M. Spiller
Connie Anestis
Cristelle Bandzes
Cristopher Rodriguez
Dan Faxel
David Doster
David Read
Don Mason
Donald Giordano
Eleanor Sundaram
Ellen Quinn
Fidelity Charitable 
Frances Biscoglio
Francis Passenant
Gloria Peropat
Google 
Helen Bender
Jacqueline Engelhart
Jacqueline Hewitt
Jim Frei
Joan Brandt
Joan Weinman
JoAnne Doyle
John Bradley
John de Benedictis
Joseph Graney
Kathryn Mccormick
Kevin Carlino
Laurence Davenport
Lewis J. Greenwald
Margaret Sheffler
Marilyn Kott
Mark Danis
Melissa Guinan
Michael E. Zega
Nancy L. Pasley
NewYorkRep 
Nicholas Grimaldi
Nicola Firla
Nina Valmonte
Olsen Rodrigues
Oren Root

Patricia Fuller
Patricia McGivney
Philip Judge
Philip Pavich
Robert Meckes
Robert Rody
Sean Adcroft
St. Frances
Cabrini Shrine 
Steven Hillyard
Susan Brunner
Susan C. Fay
Susan Galan
Susannah Barton
Tyrone Hinderson
Valerie Ceva
William Canning
William Sheerin
William Werwaiss
Automatic Industries 
Benevity Community 
Impact Fund 
Amazon Smile 
Karen Serafinko
Ashling Coffey
Austin Lake
Barbara Brozovic
Bertha Cabrera
Brooke Iglesias
Cheryl Bensmiller
Christopher Moynihan
Deborah Primiano
Diane Alaggia
Ed Poliandro
Elizabeth Guss
Ellen Fishman
Erin Noll
Ermioni Levidis
Geraldine Monteleone
Heather Trotta
James Cabagbag
Jane Scullin
Jodee Fink
John Aiello
John Masella
Johnson & Johnson 
Foundation 
Judith Del Tredici
Judith Falci
Kara Healy
Karen DeMasi
Kathleen Reddan
KC and Bob Packard
Kevin Kavanah

Kristine Zaleskas
Mariana Sanchez
Mark Mongelluzzo
Mary Celeste 
Maloney
Maxine Angell
Meg Larson
Morgan Cambareri
Natalie Vielkind
Nicholas 
Ducey-Gallina
Norma Bustamante
Patricia Gordon
Patricia Hinkle
Patricia Shea
Penguin 
Random House 
Peter Vanderslice
Pfizer 
Ron Smith
Ryan Brinkley
Sara Oswald
Sarah McGowan
Silvana Arevalo
Silver White
Susan George
Zoe Blecher-Cohen
Charity On Top 
Foundation 
Mary Morris
Patrick Romain
Thomas Carnesi
AstraZeneca 
Randy Onxley
Dennis Loesch
Martina Stoeckl
Bobbin Chakyayil
Barbara Santucci
Christine Bayly-Guido
Dee Kittany
Donna Reale
Emma Winters
Erik Resurreccion
Georgianna McGuire
Geraldine Kerr
Imelda Feranil
Julia Ann Mucci
June & Henry Deteskey
Kathleen Friel
Kevin Bess
Kevin Kavanah
Ladd Boris
Margaret Lonzetta
Margo Hammond

Mark McManus
Meredith Begley
Nicholas D'Arecca
Patricia Hammarth
Randy Onxley
Sue and Don 
Murphy
Andrew Ferg
Daniela Pierro
Gene Roman
Kevin Jackson
Mary Dulle
Olayinka Oghomeh
Thomas Bindert
Blaise Haddad
Joan Boyle
Michael Roach
Peter Siuzdak
Elanya Chin
Joanne Russo
Richard Brown
Richard Gentile
Anonymous 
Michael Conner
Network Good
Richard Gentile

$500,000+
Louis V. Gerstner, Jr. & 
Gerstner Philanthropies
Mother Cabrini 
Health Foundation

$50,000-$499,999
Achelis & Bodman Foundation
Xavier High School
Ideal Food Basket
Porky Products
USA Jesuit East Coast Province 
Sisters of St. Francis, Sacred 
Heart Charitable Foundation

$25,000 to $49,000
TD Charitable Foundation 
The Donald D. Lynch Family 
Foundation 
Maldari Foundation 
Merritt Charitable Foundation
Sommer Brothers 
Charitable Foundation
USA Midwest Province 

$10,000 to $24,999
Annette Grant
Mickael Ohana
Columbus Citizens Foundation 
His Eminence, 
Timothy Cardinal Dolan
Mary Casey
Robert Indresano
Catholic Charities of the 
Archdiocese of New York 

$5,000 to $9,999
St. Francis Xavier Church 
Brian Hotaling
Janel Callon
Church of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary 
Robert Roskind
Francesco & Mary Giambelli 
Foundation 
Kristin Halvey
The ABNY Foundation 
Zita Erdei-Desai

$1,000 to $4,999
American Theological College  
Facebook 
Ciszek Hall Jesuit 
Residential College 
Kristin McDonough
St. Bartholomew Church 
Kevin Wiley
Church of the Blessed 
Sacrament 
Francie Campbell
Jeran Family Foundation 
David McGarry
Sean Read
Mary Harless
Stephen Grieder
Steven & Patricia Presutti
Xavier Jesuit Community 
Regis High School 
Anna Surrett
Dominic & Donna Digirolamo
Fordham University 
Lorraine M. Sheehan
Our Lady of Sorrows Church 
Davita Scarlett
Eugene Bormann
William Bulger
Mastercard Foundation 
The Blackbaud Giving 
Foundation 
Alan van Capelle
America House Jesuit 
Community 
Audrey Mcguire
Craig Staub
Deborah Green
Ira Leventhal
Joan Schultz
John J. Gallagher
Katherine Kromkowski
Paul Brusco
Puskas Charitable Fund 
Silverpoint Legal Search 
Sylvia Picard-Schmitt
Tanya Manuali
Anonymous 

$499 to $1,000 
Church of 
St. Francis De Sales 
St. Boniface R.C. Church 
Ellen Enderes
Church of Epiphany 
Ethelyn Smyley
Emeka Nduka-Eze
Jeffrey Kamradt
Julie Livingston
Thomas O'Malley
Guadalupe Rivera
Mary Dornbush
Patti Crouch
Pik Chin
Tara DeWorsop
USAA  
Danila Mendoza
Ann McGowan
Anna Surrett
Barry Gilman
Bart Erbach
Brian Berkopec
Carlos Vazquez
Carolyn Barnhart
Constance Von Hagen
Danny Mullen
Fairfield Jesuit 
Community 
Goziem Ononye
Jayne Booker
John Warren
John Ruconich
Joseph Hollister
Loyola School 
Mary Ellen Curran
Michael McGonigle
Michael Wray
Nancy Fava
Patrice Bouteiller
Paul Melo
Peter D'sa
Robert Ching
Robert McCarthy
Roseann Bonadia
St. Joseph's Seminary 
Thomas Martyn
Thomas McAuliffe
Thomas Gagliardo

Thomas McGinn
Thomas Cahill
Vanessa Vanacker
Werwaiss Family 
Charitable Trust 

Up to $499
Jessica Ziegler
Stephanie Bruce
Lisa Martin
Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
RC Church 
Christopher Calabia
John Booth
Joyce Kraus
Knights of Columbus, 
Archbishop Thomas 
Walsh Council 
Luis Calle
Cherie Balan
Community 
Foundation of 
Collier County 
Fr. James Croghan, S.J. 
John Fenn
Katie Lyons
Lorenzo Manuali
Maria Stamatiou
Thomas Levy
Barbara Charles
Caroline Shakour
Derick Beckles
Elizabeth Comerford
Regina Biscoglio
Anonymous 
Eva Dileonardo
Gabrielle W. Lurie
James Sullivan
Lincoln & Theodore 
Presutti
Luigi Bonacini
Marina Cardillo
Mary Kay Presutti
Robert Brady
Angela De Souza
Arline Rabito
Caitlin Powers
Caren Byrd
Elizabeth Kheraj
Jack Pachuta
Joanne Meehan
John Rindone
Louise Flynn

From long standing partner institutions to members of the Ignatian family, 
corporations, and foundations, Thrive For Life is proud and grateful to benefactors who 
support currently and formerly incarcerated from July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023. 

Generous
Donors
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Italo Sanchez
Community Outreach Coordinator

One of the first Thrive For Life Resident Scholars will be overseeing our community outreach 
efforts, particularly with our food pantry, volunteer programming, and special projects at 
Abraham House. Italo is continuing his studies at CUNY where he aspires to enter the human 
services space working with justice-impacted individuals navigating their journey of reentry.

Resident
Professionals

Mychal Pagan
Associate Director of Communications

With his eye for creative storytelling, the hiring of 
Resident Scholar Mychal Pagan marks an effort 
by Thrive For Life to reach more audiences with 
authentic content. As he prepares for graduation 
from NYU this fall, Mychal will leverage his skills 
to give our Resident Scholars’ stories a platform 
across a wide range of media.
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